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At home: 

Kirsten Coelho

DO YOU CONSIDER YOURSELF A COLLECTOR?

KC/ I would say I do consider myself a collector, I love to 
live with artworks. Many things I have were given to me 
by friends and other pieces that I feel lucky to have been 
able to buy. Mainly, I am surrounded by a lot of ceramic 
works from many parts of history. Each piece teaches 
me so much but also makes me ask questions about use, 
purpose, history, and context. 

For more contemporary pieces or pots made within my 
lifetime — I just love living with them and the visual and 
tactile pleasure they give me. The English ceramic artist 
Elizabeth Fritsch once said that a domestic object is 
like architecture for the hand. I have always loved that 
statement.

WHEN DID COLLECTING BEGIN FOR YOU? 

KC/ I probably began collecting when I started making 
things at art school in the 1980s. My friends and I would 
often swap or give each other our work and things have 
progressed from there. I lived in England for many years 
and was fortunate to visit many ceramic galleries during 
my time there. Also, I had a studio in the Jam Factory in 
Adelaide which houses up to 40 artists at any one time. 
So, I was lucky to collect a lot of pieces then.

IS THERE A MOST PRIZED POSSESSION?

KC/ It is so hard to choose any one thing but some of my 
favourite things to use are the pots of Richard Batterham. 
An English potter, now retired, who trained at the Leach 
pottery in the late 1950s. I use his tea pot and bowls 
every day and each time it feels new and joyous. I’m a 
nut who gets excited about breakfast (I’ve had the same 
breakfast for years!). Toast with tea and the tea made 
in the Richard Batterham teapot. His pieces are thickly 
potted and generous and coated often in green ash or 
Tenmoku glazes. A real nexus of the sculptural and the 
useful. 

I am so lucky to have a seat, made by Khai Liew, in my 
studio. Khai has taught me so much and been such a 
wonderful mentor. I so love using this seat in my studio 
every day. I also have many paintings and ceramics by 
the artist Helen Fuller. Helen constantly astounds me 
with the way she translates the world around her. A 
remarkable artist in every way. Some of my oldest friends 
are jewellers — Julie Blyfield, Sandra Naulty and Leslie 
Matthews, and it is remarkable to be able to wear their 
artworks. 

As I am writing this, I am reminded of how much any day 
of my life is enhanced by the very good fortune of living 
with all these wonderful things. 

Kirsten Coehlo
Studio Wall #1
Photo credit: Kirsten Coehlo
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At Home: Kirsten Coelho

The artist’s Mantlepiece Collection containing collaboration with Stephen 
Bowers and Kirsten Coehlo (right) and collected historical pots. 
Photo credit: Grant Hancock
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HOW IMPORTANT ARE BOOKS TO YOU?

KC/ Sometimes I wonder if our house will get to the 
point of impenetrability because of the number of books 
we have. We have SO many but I LOVE books. I love the 
smell of the paper, the potential and all they contain. I 
have a favourite bookshop in Adelaide called Imprints 
Bookshop that I often go to with my friend Robyn, who I 
have known since I was eight. Rob and I give each other 
books every Christmas and birthday. We have kept up 
our long tradition of reading books together and I have 
many that Robyn has given me.

Literature and writing hold such an important place in 
my work. Poetry, in particular, has had a large influence 
on my most recent body of work. I have many books 
that I always draw from for my work. Books about artists 
and books written by artists are often an inspiration to 
me. One of my favourites at the moment is a catalogue 
raisonné of sculptures by CY Twombly and I have just 
ordered Island Zombie by Roni Horn, which I can’t wait 
to read. 

TRAVEL 

KC/ In 2019, I was fortunate to receive a research 
fellowship from the Government of South Australia. This 
enabled me to travel to Greece and Italy and experience 
first-hand the archaeological collections housed in 
museums in both Athens and Naples, particularly, but 
also ancient architecture and many ruin sites. This initial 
research has fed and continues to influence so much of 
my recent work. These experiences have had a profound 
effect on my art practice and given me a vast library of 
resources to draw on into the future.

DOES THIS ENABLE YOUR COLLECTING HABITS?

KC/ I always bring back something from travelling even if 
it is just a postcard. Sometimes a postcard gives you so 
much information and triggers memories. I have so many 
of those cards pinned on my studio wall. I always make a 
beeline for a museum bookshop! 

Exhibition: September 4 - October 2, 2021

+ REGISTER FOR PREVIEW SEPTEMBER 4
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TOP LEFT:
Studio Wall #3
Photo credit: Kirsten Coelho

BOTTOM LEFT:
Richard Batterham Bowl
Photo credit: Grant Hancock 

BOTTOM:
Kitchen: Works by Richard Batterham, Yuri Weidenhoffer, 
Bill Samuels and unknown artists, Japan.  
Photo credit: Grant Hancock


