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As a child I began to collect and present random objects 
and props in my bedroom, this is something I continue 
to do as an adult in my studio. Some of the objects 
informing my work, or even recast as parts of certain 
works. Others remain as elevated banal items, loitering 
around the studio with a dormant potential.

The objects operate somewhere between Paul 
McCarthy-like performance props, and the found object 
arrangements of Haim Steinbach. In a way, they are 
Duchampian readymades, although, their selection does 
not come from a position of indifference, but rather, a 
careful choice of absurdist nostalgia.
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Lindeman 
Michael Lindeman takes us inside his 
cabinet of curiosities.
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HAMBURGLAR DOLL: Gift from a friend.

POLICE TAPE: Collected from a local crime 
scene. 

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT: One day I’ll get fit, or 
just make another artwork with this.

PARROT HEAD: Acquired with a school friend 
(who went on to join the cops) in 1991 from a 
cement letter box in the Western suburbs.

Wunderkammer: 
Michael Lindeman
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BLACK BALL: Stolen from a bar in New York, 
2002.

IN ’N’ OUT BURGER HAT: Acquired from In ’n’ 
Out Hollywood, California, 2001

PAINTED TIMBER SCULPTURE: In the late 90s 
while at art school Michael Dagostino and I 
created Michael & Michael Visual Arts Project 
Management. It was a roaming parody of a 
more established cultural organisation, a vehicle 
for us to present our work with a handful of 
other artists in various group shows at artist run 
spaces. Along with being a lot of fun, scheming 
at the Chamberlain Hotel (The Dingo) and 
merging our ideas, it was also an opportunity 
to develop ways of promoting our projects and 
meeting people in the art scene. Without much 
explanation while installing our first show at First 
Draft, Surry Hills in 1998, Dagostino presented 
each artist with one of these sculptures.
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RAMEDLAW POSTER: Ramedlaw is Waldemar in reverse, it was 
my grandfather’s stage name. More than anyone in my family, I 
connected most with Waldemar Sylvester Schrenk. He was a creative 
and confronting oddball who lived with both discipline and free 
reign. This original poster, circa 1960s, was made to promote one of 
his tours as a hypnotist.

Waldemar had been a crane operator, door to door salesman, 
magician, free diver and hypnotist, although I never saw him work a 
single day. Staying with him on school holidays was an entertaining, 
educational and unpredictable time. His socks and sandals aesthetic 
complemented with op shop attire - he was thrifty. Once, he urged 
my cousin and I to pay for the fuel in his boat when we were 12 years 
old, before taking us fishing.

After leaving Germany, travel was a way of life for him - viewing 
his passports was mind bending. Waldemar’s house was full of 
inventions and mementos. Along with German tapestries, his study 
was adorned with newspaper clippings featuring him after saving 
drowning swimmers.

Waldemar was harnessing solar energy well before it became a 
logical environmental alternative. Dining at his house included fresh 
seafood such as lobster and abalone, which he had caught. Prior to 
dinner he would take us for a walk to forage for edible weeds to make 
a salad.

My opa was curious about my art habits, with no understanding of 
contemporary art before hearing of my involvement. I think he was 
some type of artist, or maybe he was art.

Wunderkammer: 
Michael Lindeman
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WHOOPEE CUSHION: In 2004 I made two 
identical replica paintings of the Whoopee 
Cushion image – one is in my loungeroom, the 
other was a gift for Paul White.

VARIOUS SUN GLASSES: Including 3D Glasses 
stolen from Universal Studios, California, 2016.

RACOON HUNTING HAT: Purchased from Hell’s 
Kitchen Flea Market, New York, NY, 2007.

Wunderkammer: 
Michael Lindeman
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1966 PONY WALKIE TALKIES: Made in Japan: 
A pleasing late 90s score, purchased from the 
Salvation Army Minchinbury, NSW.

BBC HARDWARE LEGIONNAIRES HAT: 
Purchased from the Salvation Army Narwee, 
NSW, 2020.

BIG SKY MONTANA HAT: Purchased in Los 
Angeles, 2016.


