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At home: 

Lynda Draper

Lynda Draper in her home studio, 2021
Photo credit: Mark Draper 
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WHERE DO YOU CALL HOME? 

LD/ The place I call home is the coastal village of Thirroul 
which is nestled between a towering escarpment and the 
Pacific Ocean, Dharawal country. The house where I live 
was built in 1880 and named Irwell Cottage, it is one of 
the few remaining original weather board houses built 
in the area. This house and its surrounding landscape 
have been a source of inspiration. The site contains the 
original cottage, a bath house which serves as a kiln  
shed, and a studio which was constructed in the 1990s.  
I live there with my partner and son.

WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT YOUR HOME? 

LD/ Irwell Cottage had been owned by the same family 
since 1880 until we moved in the 1980s, it still contained 
all its contents, which comprised of an overwhelming 
layering of objects and interior modifications from the 
past 100 years; each object told a story, a record of 
human life from over a century. I love that this timber 
and tin house holds the marks of time and traces of the 
people who had lived within, that it has withstood the 
ravages of time. It has a sense of a life of its own in the 
way it moves, expands, contracts, creaks and groans 
with the changing temperature and weather throughout 
the day. Many of the materials used for its construction 
were sourced and handcrafted from the surrounding 
landscape where it sits comfortably. Much of its original 
furniture and functional objects were handmade from 
recycled materials such as fruit boxes, tin and left- over 
timbers from the construction of the house. 

My fascination with the metaphysical aspects of the 
domestic object began with the relationship to the 
domestic hardware in this house, a series of ceramic 
works evolved which echoed the organic, seemingly 
animate, nature of this home. I attempted to make 

ceramic sculptures with a dreamlike or ethereal quality, 
with the visual fragility of paper or wax but with the 
resilience and permanence of fired clay. This ghostly 
reinterpretation of these domestic items returned to 
inform later works. 

ARE YOU A COLLECTOR? WHAT IS YOUR MOST 
TREASURED OBJECT/ARTWORK?

LD/ My home is full of objects and artworks collected 
over a lifetime. Many of them are treasured especially 
those created by my dearest friends, partner and son. 

DO YOU HAVE A GREEN THUMB? THE GARDEN SEEMS 
TO THRIVE ON ITS OWN, THE SOIL IN THE AREA IS 
VERY FERTILE , THE SURROUNDING BUSHLAND IS 
PREDOMINANTLY RAINFOREST. 

LD/ We have planted some natives but much of the 
original garden still remains: an old hedge surrounds the 
house, there are giant camelia trees, an Illawarra flame 
tree and jacaranda tree sit side by side. The site has also 
been overrun by agaves. 

DO YOU HAVE ANY AVOCATIONS ?

LD/ My day begins by stepping out into the quiet 
pre-dawn with an hour’s walk in the darkness, then 
at first light an ocean swim or surf. This is a time of 
contemplation and resolution; it sets me up for the 
day ahead. These night wanderings are the source of 
inspiration for my July exhibition at Sullivan+Strumpf. 
Flowers of the Night.

Exhibition: Flowers of the Night, July 15 - 31, 2021

+ REGISTER FOR PREVIEW BEFORE JULY 15

mailto:%20art%40sullivanstrumpf.com?subject=Lynda%20Draper%20Register%20for%20Preview
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1989 Irwell Cottage, Thirroul, photomontage 
Photo credit: Lynda Draper 
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LEFT:
Looking east from Lynda’s studio.

Lynda’s kiln shed, old bath shed, Irwell Cottage, Thirroul. 
Photo credit: Mark Draper

RIGHT: 
Kitchen mantle, Lynda’s personal collection, Irwell Cottage, Thirroul. 
Photo credit: Mark Draper 
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