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Influential Australian abstract artist Sydney Ball has gifted more than 30 paintings to the University of South 

Australia – the most valuable gift of Australian art ever made to the University. 
 
The Sydney Ball Gift worth an estimated AU$1 million dollars, spans the artistʼs entire career from the “modular” series of 
the 1960s, to the “stain” paintings of the 1970s, right through to works from his recent “structures” series. 
!
“To have a collection of so many remarkable works by such an esteemed artist is an amazing opportunity. That Sydney 
has chosen our University as the recipient of such a gift is significant,” said Erica Green, director of the Samstag 

Museum of Art, which manages the University Art Collection. 
 
“The gift greatly enhances the University of South Australia Art Collection holdings and presents exciting opportunities for 
prominent display, and ongoing research and study. We feel extremely lucky to have benefitted from Sydney Ballʼs 
generosity and foresight.” 
 
Sydney Ball was born in Adelaide in 1933 and studied at the South Australian School of Art before moving to New York 
where he continued his education at the Art Students League of New York under Theodore Stamos. He was awarded 
an honorary doctorate by UniSA in 2013, for his services to abstract painting. 
 
Ballʼs connection with South Australia was recognized in 2009, when the Samstag Museum hosted a survey exhibition of 
his work entitled “Sydney Ball: The color paintings.” The touring survey of Ballʼs remarkable oeuvre featured works from 
all of his color periods. 
 
The University of South Australia will celebrate Ballʼs 80th birthday in 2013 with a special exhibition of the “Sydney Ball 
Gift” at Mawson Lakes campus library to be launched in December. An exhibition of Australian abstract art to be hosted at 
the Samstag Museum of Art in 2015 will feature key works from the Sydney Ball Gift. 


